The activation of unmyelinated or myelinated afferent fibers by brief infrared laser pulses varies with skin type.
Brief infrared laser pulses were applied to 3 different skin areas in man. Reaction times indicated that A delta-fibers were activated in the dorsal and volar skin of the finger whereas only C-fibers were activated in the hairy skin of the forearm. The qualitative sensations were in line with this interpretation. We conclude that the activation of unmyelinated or myelinated afferent fiber populations with brief laser pulses varies with skin type.